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Insignia of the 1st Royal Munster

Fusiliers

Royal Munster Fusiliers

The Royal Munster Fusiliers was an infantry regiment in the

British Army. It was formed in 1881 when the Militia of

Munster was amalgamated with the 101st Regiment of Foot

(Royal Bengal Fusiliers) and the 104th Regiment of Foot

(Bengal Fusiliers) who had been in the service of the East

India Company prior to the Indian Mutiny of 1857. It was

one of eight regiments raised primarily in Ireland and did

much of its recruiting in the counties of Clare, Cork, Kerry

and Limerick.

During the First World War, the Regiment raised 11 battal-

ions. The 1st Battalion was part of the 86th Brigade of the

29th Division and participated in the landing at V Beach,

Cape Helles, on 25 April 1915. It was among the �rst to dis-

embark from the SS River Clyde and, together with the

Royal Dublin Fusiliers, su�ered horri�c casualties under

Turkish machine gun �re. Corporal William Cosgrove (1888-

1936) was awarded the battalions’ �rst Victoria Cross for

single-handedly pulling down Turkish wire entanglements which were preventing the advance of those

who had made it to the shore. Until new drafts arrived, the survivors of the two fusilier battalions were

temporarily combined to form a single unit known as the ‘Dubsters’.

The 2nd Battalion remained on the Western Front throughout the war and was never out of earshot of

the front line. It is perhaps best remembered for its valour during the Battle of Neuve Chapelle in March

1915, when it was one of just two battalions to reach the German lines. The day before the attack, the

2nd Battalion’s 389 men had received an absolution from their chaplain, Father Francis Gleeson (1884-

1959). By 11 o’clock the following morning, 151 of them were dead. The battalion subsequently saw ac-

tion at Loos, Somme and Passchendaele.

The Regiment was disbanded in 1922 under the terms of the Anglo-Irish Treaty.

This website uses cookies

Cookies are small text �les that we save on your device when you use our website. The law states
that we can only store cookies on your device if they are strictly necessary for the operation of the
website. For all other types of cookies, we need your permission. For further information, please
see our Cookie Statement.

Cookie Settings Accept All

http://longwaytotipperary.ul.ie/the-military/6772-2/royal-munster-b001/
http://longwaytotipperary.ul.ie/the-military/royal-dublin-fusiliers/p6a_32_013/
http://longwaytotipperary.ul.ie/?p=6768
https://www.ul.ie/cookie-statement


9/13/22, 8:14 AM Royal Munster Fusiliers | It's a Long Way To Tipperary

https://longwaytotipperary.ul.ie/the-military/royal-munster-fusiliers/ 2/2

The Last General Absolution
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